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Dear Mr Humphery

It has come to my attention that | may have unitndeally misled the Senate Petrol Sniffing
Inquiry on 27 April 2006 on two matters in my evige.

On Page CA85 of the Hansard | stated, “| was atitflit for about 18 months and lived in
the community for about half of that time”. Thevas a shortage of housing at Mutitjulu and,
along with a number of people from outside of tbenmunity who were working there, | had
an apartment at Yulara which is close by. | resitheere and commuted to the community
regularly from early September 2004 until early fe@loy 2005. We then moved to
Alice Springs. My wife found the human rights absighat she witnessed at Mutitjulu too
much to bear. She had to leave Uluru for medietinent and was advised not to return
there for residence. My employers subsequentignged for us to move to Alice Springs,
from where | commuted to Mitjulu weekly. Of course, the nature of my workanethat |
also had to visit Darwin, Canberra and other cibie®ccasions.

The Hansard on page CA71 states that | said theChibner “did not call for a universal
regional roll-out of OPAL”. What | meant to say sygdhe Coroner did not call onfgr a
universal regional roll-out of OPAL. | was trying convey to the Senate Committee that
OPAL by itself would not solve the problem. Then&e Committee members would be
aware from having read the Coroner’s findings, tmatstated “although | do not hold Opal
Fuel up as a panacea, the evidence is there thgirebensive coverage of the region with
unsniffable fuel ... will substantially reduce petsuliffing and its associated harms”. Senate
Committee members will also be aware that the Garomade four major recommendations:
(i) that suitably qualified youth workers be empdyin remote communities and that they be
selected and managed by professional agencief€iAustralian government roll-out OPAL
ULP universally in the Central Deserts Region)) (iie Mutitjulu Working Together Project
continue over the long term, an evaluation of itde&ducted, and the lessons learned be
considered in other communities; and (iv) adequr@ment and rehabilitation facilities be
provided immediately for sniffers in Central Augdiaa
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In my submission to the Coroner, | recommendedgeoonal roll-out of OPAL. Indeed, as
reported by the Coroner in his findings, the ralt-of OPAL across the entire Central desert
region was “strongly supported by all parties & thquest”.

Please accept my apologies for any unintentiondligunty that | may have created.

Yours sincerely

Grégory ket

Gregory Andrews

Assistant Secretary

Communities Engagement Branch
Office of Indigenous Policy Coordination

19 July 2006



